
 
BOROUGH OF NORTH HALEDON 

 
                                  WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 

                                        October 16, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Mayor George read the OPMA notice into the record: 
 
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. Notices of 
this meeting were emailed to THE HERALD NEWS and the HAWTHORNE PRESS on 
January 14, 2019, and were posted on the bulletin board on the same date, and have been 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  A copy of the notice has been 
available on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk for inspection.   
 
Proper notice having been given, this meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Clerk 
was directed to include this statement in the minutes of this meeting. 
 
Mayor George gave an invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: 
Mayor Randy George 
Council Members:  Rocco Luisi, George Pomianek, Donna Puglisi, Bruce O. Iacobelli, and 
Keith Salviano 
Borough Engineer, Joseph Pomante (excused at 7:53 p.m.) 
Borough Attorney, Michael De Marco 
Fire Chief, A.J. Ricciardi 
Acting Police Chief, Todd Darby 
Deputy Municipal Clerk, Dena Ploch 
Municipal Clerk, Renate Elatab 
 
Absent: 
Councilman Melone (no reason given) 
 
 
DEVIATION / RULES AND PROCEDURES / BY-LAWS OF COUNCIL 
 
Motion by Council Member Pomianek, second by Council Member Salviano, to deviate from 
the regular order of business for Mayor George to remit a certificate of achievement to 
Manuel Granda for winning first price in the North Haledon Municipal Alliance “Proud to be 
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Drug Free” poster contest.  Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  
Motion carried. 
 
Manuel Granda presented his winning poster, and Mayor George presented him with a 
certificate of achievement. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Motion by Council Member Iacobelli, second by Pomianek, to open the floor to the public.   
Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 
         
Mayor George advised that the Fire Chief had provided back-up receipts for materials for the 
$100,000 the Borough had given the Fire Department towards the addition to the Fire House, 
and stated that the Fire Chief should be commended for keeping the costs down.  He stated 
that most of the work had been done by volunteers, especially the Fire Chief and his wife.  
Mayor George stated that A.J. was second in command in Paterson, and had turned the North 
Haledon Fire Department’s members into “professional volunteers,” and asked for a round of 
applause for the Fire Chief and the members of the Fire Department for their dedication. 
 
Chris Podesfinski, 30 Spruce Lane.  Both Council Members Puglisi and Salviano recused 
themselves and walked off the dais.  Mr. Podesfinski, the treasurer of the Lakeside HOA, 
read a statement on behalf of the homeowners and residents of Lakeside thanking the Mayor 
and the members of the Council for all they have done for Lakeside “from installing solar 
powered lights to helping maintain the gorgeous lake,” as well as “A+” snow plowing, 
“fantastic” refuse collection, and how promptly street lights are fixed.  He stated that several 
residents had mentioned how the mayor promptly responds to emails.  As the newest board 
member, he looked forward to building a relationship with “each and every one” and thanked 
everyone for all they had “done to make Lakeside a magical place to live.”  Mayor George 
advised that although Lakeside is a private community, they residents are also residents of the 
Borough of North Haledon, and get the same services as all other residents. 
 
Council Members Puglisi and Salviano return to the dais. 
 
Seeing as no one else in the public asked to speak, motion by Council Member Iacobelli, 
second by Council Member Pomianek, to close the floor to the public.   Upon roll call, all 
members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 
 
 
ENGINEERING 
 
Project Status Report attached hereto and made part of the minutes.   
 
Basketball Court: the trees have been removed.  The layout will be done by Boswell 
Engineering; the grading and leveling will be done by the DPW, and the paving will be done 
by volunteers. 
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Sidewalk and Curb Program, originally scheduled for this week, was delayed by the monsoon 
rains and will be done next week. 
 
“Reserved Brook Area” Title/Easement Issue @ 848 Belmont Avenue.  A property owner 
questioned the ownership of the “reserved brook area” on the tax map, which was the location 
of a tree that she stated was dead and should be taken down.  The Borough Engineer did a title 
search and it was clear that the property had never been conveyed to the Borough, and that it 
was not a Borough easement. 
 
Emergency Repairs / Lakeside Pumping Station.  The comminutor needs to be replaced.  (A 
resolution approving the emergency work is on the council meeting agenda for adoption.) 
 
Lakeside Retention Basin.  Resident advised that the level of the lake was back to normal.  
The Borough Engineer stated that once the cup had been removed from the channel in the 
retention basin, the water was able to drain, which indicated that it was correctly installed, 
but that the HOA had to keep the basin clean.  He expected the water level to remain normal 
until the next succession of hundred years storms. 
 
Councilman Luisi expressed concern about the County digging up newly paved Squaw Brook 
Road; the Borough Engineer assured him the County would restore the paving. 
 
Councilman Iacobelli stated that someone had done a horrible patchwork at the intersection of 
High Mountain Road and Belmont Avenue; the Borough Engineer stated that he will 
investigate who did the patchwork, and have them fix it. 
 
Councilman Pomianek inquired about the radios for the Fire Department.  The Borough 
Engineer stated that he and the Fire Chief had not had a discussion regarding this matter 
recently. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mayor George / William Faasse / Letter of Resignation / Board of Health.  Mayor George had 
asked Mr. Faasse to reconsider submitting his resignation.  Mr. Faasse responded that his 
resignation was final.  (A resolution accepting his resignation is on the council meeting 
agenda.) 
  
Mayor George / MRHS / Pilot Program.  MRHS had asked to be included in future PILOT 
negotiations stating that PILOT programs would put MRHS in an “unequitable situation,” and 
that MRHS would lose tax revenue.  Mayor George responded that an unequitable situation 
already existed with North Haledon paying 21% of the tax levy of the three sending districts 
while only sending a little over 7% of the students.  He also clarified that MRHS would not be 
losing any tax revenue, and would continue to receive the tax revenue from the property. 
 



 4 

Mayor George / Judkowitz Resignation.  Marc Judkowitz, Chairman of the North Haledon 
Ethics Board, will be moving out of State and resigning at the end of the year.  (A resolution 
accepting his resignation with regret will be on the December council meeting agenda.) 
 
Mayor George / Road Opening Ordinance.  The mayor of Union City sent Mayor George an 
ordinance Union City had introduced regarding restoration of municipal streets by utilities.  
Mayor George responded that North Haledon had adopted such an ordinance several years 
ago. 
 
Mayor George / International Fireworks.  Mayor George thanked the fireworks company for 
the outstanding fireworks display they provide year after year. 
 
Mayor George / Green Infrastructure Workshop.  Mayor George sent out an invitation to 
surrounding municipalities, and their professionals, for a Green Infrastructure Planning and 
Implementation workshop to be held on October 10th at the Library. 
 
Mayor George / Proposed Roundabout.  Mayor George continues to ask for a rendering of the 
proposed round-about since the year-end deadline is approaching. 
 
Mayor George / Lakeside Retention Basin.  Mayor George agreed with Lakeside resident who 
stated that the HOA needs to keep the retention basin clean. 
 
Mayor George / Study of HMS Roofing System.  At the request of the local schools’ BA, Mayor 
George asked the Borough Engineer if Boswell Engineering has the ability to evaluate the roof 
system at HMS. 
   
Borough Attorney / Verizon v. North Haledon.  Scheduled for Tax Court in Morristown, on 
December 10th.  
 
Municipal Clerk / RICE Notice.  RICA notice was mailed in reference to a proposed 
agreement between a Borough employee and the Borough of North Haledon. 
 
Municipal Clerk / Best Practices.  No CMPTRA aid is being withheld.  Score was 40 – 30 
points were needed for 100 % aid. 
 
Linda Dearani / Resignation / Board of Health.  Linda Dearani submitted her resignation as a 
Board of Health member since she is being paid as Secretary of the Board of Health, which 
“creates a conflict of interest.”  (A resolution accepting her resignation is on the council 
meeting agenda.) 
 
Joseph Trommelen / Leave of Absence.  Joseph Trommelen requested a leave of absence 
beginning November 1, 2019 through March 19, 2010.  (A resolution approving his leave of 
absence is on the council meeting agenda,) 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
Ordinance #22-2019 / Distribution / Printed Materials.  On agenda for second and final 
reading and adoption.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS / ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS 
 
Ordinance /Amending Noise Ordinance.  This ordinance was prepared because Mayor George 
had received complaints of people mowing their lawns before 8:00 a.m.  (off) 
 
Ordinance     Re: Amending Ordinance #11-2018  
Resolution     Re: Award of Contract / Winter Products 
Resolution     Re: Settlement and Release Agreement 
Resolution     Re: Resignations / Board of Health 
Resolution     Re: Appointment / Board of Health 
Resolution     Re: Approval / Leave of Absence 
Resolution     Re: Appointment / Leaf Collector 
Resolution     Re: Approval / Pump Station Repairs 
Resolution     Re: Approval / Raffle & Bingo Licenses 
Resolution     Re: Buy Back / Time 
Resolution     Re: Payment of Bills / Issuance of Checks 
Resolution     Re: Appointments / Municipal Alliance 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Mayor George stated that he had seen residents putting grass clipping with their leaves along 
the curb, and had informed the Property Maintenance Officer of the violations since the 
Borough does not pick up grass clippings, and they should not be mixed with leaves, which 
are collected by the Borough. 
 
Mayor George advised that he is receiving complaints of the garbage company picking up 
garbage before 7:00 a.m.  The Borough Attorney was instructed to write the garbage company 
a letter advising them that they are in violation of the contract by starting before 7:00 a.m. 
 
Councilman Luisi stated that he had received an invitation to join a neighborhood group 
website, and wondered if this was legitimate.  Councilman Iacobelli advised that he had 
belonged to a neighborhood group website for several years, and that is was not a scam. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (8:17 p.m. – 8:43 p.m.) 
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Motion by Council Member Puglisi, second by Council Member Salviano, to go into 
Executive Session to discuss personnel. Upon roll call, all members present voted in the 
affirmative.  Motion carried. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Council Member Iacobelli, second by Council Member Puglisi, to adjourn the  
meeting. Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 
      
Mayor George declared the meeting duly adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
        
            
     _________________________________ 
      Renate Elatab, Municipal Clerk 
 
Approved at Council Meeting of November 13, 2019 
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